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Fires south of Manley Hot Springs merge 

The Dry Creek Fire and Zitziana River Fire burning south of Manley 
Hot Springs merged on Thursday and have burned an estimated 7,200 
total acres. The fire is now considered the Dry Creek Fire (#195). 

The Medford #10 Type 2 Initial Attack Fire Crew from Oregon will 
arrive at the fire today to help with providing protection to the cabin 
along the Zitziana River to the north of the fire area and Native 
allotments on the south side of the Tanana River. 

The fire is expected to continue to spread at a moderate rate in all directions, but due to higher humidity 
levels and slightly cooler temperatures, it shouldn’t be as active as it has been after it started on Monday. 
Isolated thunderstorms are expected this afternoon and on into the evening. The weather forecast 
includes light west with erratic and gusty winds expected around the thunderstorms. 

Preliminary assessments of Native allotments along the river found some fire breaks built by 
smokejumpers responding to the 2018 Zitziana Fire. Firefighters can use these and are planning burn 
operations around the allotment and cabin if conditions are good for burning in the upcoming days. 
Building fire breaks and burning out around the allotments and cabin will create a protective buffer from 
the fire.  

The lightning-caused fire is about two miles south of the cabin and about 3.5 miles west of the nearest 
Native allotment along the Tanana River. The fire is not immediately threatening either site. It’s burning 
in tundra, and a mixture of black spruce and hardwood trees on Alaska Native corporation land.  

For more information, contact Public Affairs Specialist Beth Ipsen at (907)356-5510 or eipsen@blm.gov.  
 

Find fire information at akfireinfo.com, Alaska 
Wildland Fire Information Map Series or follow BLM 

Alaska Fire Service on Facebook @BLMAFS 
 

The Bureau of Land Management Alaska Fire Service (AFS) located at Fort Wainwright, Alaska, provides wildland fire suppression services for over 236 
million acres of Department of the Interior and Native Corporation Lands in Alaska. In addition, AFS has other statewide responsibilities that include: 
interpretation of fire management policy; oversight of the BLM Alaska Aviation program; fuels management projects; and operating and maintaining advanced 
communication and computer systems such as the Alaska Lightning Detection System. AFS also maintains a National Incident Support Cache with a $16 million 
inventory. The Alaska Fire Service provides wildland fire suppression services for America’s “Last Frontier” on an interagency basis with the State of Alaska 
Department of Natural Resources, USDA Forest Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Military 
in Alaska. 

Acres  7,200 
Personnel 30 
Crews 1 
Helicopters 1 
Boats 1 
Start date June 14 
Cause Lightning 
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