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Firefighters consider burn operations to protect Native allotment from Dry Creek Fire 

Due to the Dry Creek Fire’s progress to the northwest near the Tanana River in recent days, fire managers are 

considering taking additional steps to protect a Native allotment from the encroaching fire. If conditions 

allow, firefighters could conduct a burn operation as early as today to protect the allotment that sits near the 

confluence of the Tanana River and Hot Springs Slough. Burning a swath of land consisting mostly of tundra 

tussocks with some hardwoods and spruce will remove the burnable vegetation ahead of the fire in a slow, 

methodical manner to provide a protective buffer. 

Eight smokejumpers and the 20-person Chena Hotshots mobilized to the fire Thursday to assist the Medford 

#10 Type 2 Initial Attack crew in finishing construction on an indirect control line outside the allotment that 

firefighters can use to anchor the burn operation from. This will give fire managers the option to start 

ignitions today if conditions are conducive for burning. The forecast calls for 70-degree temperatures, 

humidity levels as low as 35% with south winds 5-10 mph.  

Strong southeasterly winds pushed the northern edge of the Dry Creek Fire (#195) four miles to the 

northwest toward the Tanana River Wednesday afternoon with more growth observed on Thursday due to 

consistent 20 mph SW winds. This fire is still south of the Tanana River. Fire managers estimated the Dry 

Creek Fire has burned as many as 18,000 acres, making it the largest fire in Alaska.  

A contingent of suppression aircraft including water scoopers and an air tanker are on stand-by in Fairbanks 

in case they’re need to help slow the fire’s movement.  

Start date: July 14 Acres: 18,000 Personnel assigned: 63 Crews: 2 Cause: Lightning 

 

Find fire information at akfireinfo.com, Alaska 
Wildland Fire Information Map Series or follow BLM 

Alaska Fire Service on Facebook @BLMAFS 
 

The Bureau of Land Management Alaska Fire Service (AFS) located at Fort Wainwright, Alaska, provides wildland fire suppression services for over 236 million 

acres of Department of the Interior and Native Corporation Lands in Alaska. In addition, AFS has other statewide responsibilities that include: interpretation of 

fire management policy; oversight of the BLM Alaska Aviation program; fuels management projects; and operating and maintaining advanced communication and 

computer systems such as the Alaska Lightning Detection System. AFS also maintains a National Incident Support Cache with a $16 million inventory. The Alaska 

Fire Service provides wildland fire suppression services for America’s “Last Frontier” on an interagency basis with the State of Alaska Department of Natural 

Resources, USDA Forest Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Military in Alaska. 
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