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Firefighters conduct burn operations to protect Native allotment from Dry Creek Fire 

Firefighters successfully conducted a burn operation to protect Native allotments along the Tanana River 
Friday from the advancing Dry Creek Fire. Due to the fire’s progress and rapid growth to the northwest in 
recent days, fire managers decided to take action to protect the two properties near the confluence of the 
Tanana River and Hot Springs Slough. The fire is now estimated at 26,000 acres. It is still south of the 
Tanana River. 

Eight smokejumpers, the BLM Alaska Fire Service Chena Hotshots, and the Medford #10 Type 2 Initial 
Attack Crew finished construction on an indirect control line outside the allotment that firefighters used to 
anchor the burn operation from. Using a combination of aerial ignitions from a helicopter and ground 
ignitions off of the control line, firefighters burned a two-mile long swath of land consisting mostly of tundra 
tussocks with some hardwoods and spruce. Removing this burnable vegetation ahead of the fast-moving fire 
creates a protective buffer for the allotments. It will also significantly slow the fire’s movement down once it 
hits that patch of already burned vegetation. Firefighters are now mopping up the edges of the burn 
operation, making sure they are cold. Cooler weather is forecasted over the fire area today to help those 
efforts. The forecast calls for maximum temperature of 68 with humidity levels of 44% and light southwest 
winds.  

The fire will continue to burn in more of a westerly direction following the Tanana River. There are Native 
allotments much farther along the river to the southwest that have an old fuel break constructed by the Chena 
Hotshots about a decade ago that will need to be cleaned up. Firefighters flying over the eastern edge of the 
fire along the Zitiziana River reported less activity with only a few pockets showing smoke.  

Start date: June 14 Acres: 26,000 Personnel assigned: 63 Crews: 2 Cause: Lightning 
 

Find fire information at akfireinfo.com, Alaska 
Wildland Fire Information Map Series or follow BLM 

Alaska Fire Service on Facebook @BLMAFS 
 

The Bureau of Land Management Alaska Fire Service (AFS) located at Fort Wainwright, Alaska, provides wildland fire suppression services for over 236 million 
acres of Department of the Interior and Native Corporation Lands in Alaska. In addition, AFS has other statewide responsibilities that include: interpretation of 
fire management policy; oversight of the BLM Alaska Aviation program; fuels management projects; and operating and maintaining advanced communication and 
computer systems such as the Alaska Lightning Detection System. AFS also maintains a National Incident Support Cache with a $16 million inventory. The Alaska 
Fire Service provides wildland fire suppression services for America’s “Last Frontier” on an interagency basis with the State of Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources, USDA Forest Service, National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and the U.S. Military in Alaska. 
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